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The group 

 

Although this report will focus on work and the desire of all the students to accomplish 

with distinction the degree in golf course architecture, I must start by acknowledging 

the incredible group we met. The common passion brought us together, and allowed for 

English, Irish, German, Portuguese, Italian, American, Argentinean et al to get along 

and exchange friendship, knowledge and an experience to remember. 

 

The opening lectures 

 

We came to know more about what the program will require from us students. No easy 

task, lots of work, deadlines to meet and the fine scrutiny from the EIGCA education 

board on us just to start. Well, I must admit I wasn’t expecting anything else, and if we 

want to achieve excellence we must “walk the talk”. 

 

 



The action began with a retrospective on golf history and golf  

architecture. Where he game was born and why, who where  

the first major courses and which people were involved, although  

not completely unfamiliar, set the mood for two weeks in  

depth with golf. Names like Tom Simpson, Alister Mackenzie, 

Charles Blair Macdonald emerged and we start learning 

who where these persons and what was their role in developing the game throughout 

Scotland and the world. The motto for the coming weeks was on. 

 

 

First impressions on golf courses  

 

After a long journey from Portugal and  listening to what we will do these next two 

years, I must admit to be eager to get inside of the golf courses we where going to see. 

The first one was Worplesdon, a magnificent estate and a charming golf course. This 

original design from F J Abercromby (1907) caused me a lasting impression, 

particularly regarding surroundings and some great par 3´s around the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Entering the heathlands 

 

Phillip Spogard talked to us about restoration, redesign and renovation, defining them 

and showing their importance in the current challenges maintaining the character of the 

heathland courses. 

 

 The visit to Walton Heath was mesmerizing. I didn’t know the name or what it meant, 

but as we went along we could sense golf history before our eyes. Beautiful heather and 

the efforts to restore the course back to it’s origins and the architect Herbert Fowler 

intent. The heather, bunkering style and positioning all gave the feeling of one of the 

great courses of the British Isles. We could even see the tee close to the green, a feature 

one could read on golf course history and rules, but which I had never witnessed. 

 

 

The smooth rolling of the land, heather carries and bunkering combined diversity of 

shots. From tee to green, strategy and ability was necessary for the player to carry and 

place the ball.  The bunkering was awesome, providing quite a challenge for a ball 

played in the sand or on the edge of the bunker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tradition: golfers teeing off next to 

green 

 

 

 



 

Woking 

 

Visiting Woking was a remarkable experience regarding golf course architecture 

history. This was the first heathland layout, by Tom Dunn, and led golf to expand into 

the Surrey region. Besides being a beautiful course with great landscapes and variety of 

shots for the golfer, history plays a big role. Nº 4 hole bunkering in the 1900´s provides 

inspiration, for the golfer and the architect, to what can and should be done in strategic 

golf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Woops. Friend in trouble… 

 

The names in golf course architecture 

 

Tom Mackenzie brought us a retrospective of the design style of the major architects 

and their remaining influence. Names like Alister Mackenzie, Charles Blair 

MacDonald, Donald Ross and Tom Simpson are integral part of the game history and it 

was a great start to learn more from the past masters. 

 

Ken Moodie explained to us the key features in these masters style, particularly Alister 

Mackenzie. Cypress point and Passatiempo were discussed, with photos and features 

discussion of these two great golf courses. 



 We also talked about its personality traits and design philosophy, wich still remain 

actual in an era of earth moving and multimillion dollar golf projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  A view from our Sunningdale visit 

 

Strategy in golf course architecture 

 

 

Tim Lobb brought a hands on approach to golf course architecture and layout. It meant 

thinking on our feet and moving form a theoretical approach to a real life exercise. 

It gave us the opportunity to see the variety of decisions and the challenge that is to do a 

good layout (99% sweat, I would say). 

 

 



Routing with Simon Gidman 

 

Safety plays a increasing role in golf nowadays. Lyability issues and safeguard 

procedures should be present since day one on a project. It influences routing and 

demands for safety envelopes between each area of play. 

We did same exercises and had the opportunity to discuss different approaches between 

our colleagues, which was a very interesting exercise. 

 

The agronomics 

 

Martin Jones presented us a lecture on agronomic best practices and choices in 

designing and building a great golf course. Good courses demand excellent turf and this 

doesn’t happen by chance. Dealing with soil and golf construction require an in depth 

knowledge of turfgrass science. 

 

Goodwod 

 

The Goodwood golf course was an excellent setting for a field trip with Howard Swan,  

hearing and seeing is thoughts and options on a big scale renovation. This Downlands 

course lays on a beautiful estate, with excellent standards in service. 

The course is a playing challenge and the opportunity to play there was magnificent. 

 

It´s also remarkable the opportunity we had in visiting or playing courses like 

Berkshire, Sunningdale, Queenswood, Wisley and in every one there was an 

opportunity to learn from the tutors, the group and the greenkeeper staff. I hope to 

continue with my work till the upcoming seminar and to be able to learn more with 

every opportunity this program provides. 

 

Thank you and see you in Germany, next Spring. 

 

 

 

 

 


