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The Business Sector Contribution

The private sector has a crucial role to play in helping conserve biodiversity in the European Union (EU). 
As major users of natural resources, businesses can have a large positive impact on the environment 
by reducing their footprint and adopting more biodiversity-friendly measures. 

The EU Biodiversity Strategy offers the framework for action for the private sector. For each of the six 
Targets of the Strategy, companies can design and implement specific measures for biodiversity.   

The contributions of the business sector in particular agriculture, food supply, forestry, finance, non-
energy extractive industry and tourism were discussed at one of the workshops held by the EU Business 
@ Biodiversity Platform (EU B@B Platform). More information can be found here (http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/biodiversity/business/about/index_en.html).

This document provides a summary of the workshop conclusions and includes the recommendations 
for each of the six sectors.  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/business/about/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/business/about/index_en.html
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The EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020

The EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 is built around six mutually supportive 
and inter-dependent Targets which address the main drivers of biodiversity 
loss. The Targets aim to reduce key pressures on nature and ecosystem 
services in the EU by stepping up efforts to fully implement existing EU 
nature legislation, anchoring biodiversity objectives into key sectoral policies, 
and closing important policy gaps. Global aspects are also addressed to 
ensure that the EU contributes fully to implementing international biodiversity 
commitments.

The six Targets covered by the EU Strategy focus on:

Each Target is accompanied by a set of focused, time-bound actions to ensure these ambitions are 
fully realised. The Strategy is also underpinned by an EU 2010 baseline on the state of biodiversity and 
ecosystems in Europe. This baseline provides a reference point for monitoring and measuring progress 
over the next ten years and will help assess whether the EU is on track towards meeting the biodiversity 
Targets for 2020.

For more information
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/info/pubs/docs/brochures/2020%20Biod%20brochure%20
final%20lowres.pdf

1. The full implementation of EU nature legislation;
2. Better protection and restoration of ecosystems and the services they provide, and greater 

use of green infrastructure;
3. More sustainable agriculture and forestry;
4. Better management of EU fish stocks and more sustainable fisheries;
5. Tighter controls on Invasive Alien Species; and
6. A greater EU contribution to averting global biodiversity loss.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/info/pubs/docs/brochures/2020%20Biod%20brochure%20final%20lowres.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/info/pubs/docs/brochures/2020%20Biod%20brochure%20final%20lowres.pdf
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Finance
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Although it may not be as evident to the general public as it is in relation to other business sectors, 
there is a very close relationship between the finance sector and biodiversity. Whilst it rarely affects 
biodiversity directly, through its core business of lending and financing, the sector has an influence on 
almost every existing business sector and, through those sectors, it therefore has a very high potential 
to impact on biodiversity. The sector also benefits from biodiversity as the revenue from investments 
depends significantly on businesses that use biodiversity in some form in order to generate profit.

The notion that the finance sector, through its core activities, may be one of the biggest influences on 
halting the loss of biodiversity has become apparent to policy makers and the business sector alike in 
recent years. This is reflected in national and international efforts, laws and policy aiming increasingly 
at making the finance sector more sustainable and emphasizing the value of biodiversity for the sector.

Due to the nature of its activities, all six of the Targets within the EU Biodiversity Strategy are relevant to 
the financial sector; not least because healthy ecosystems and the protection of biodiversity leads to 
more sustained economic growth with fewer supply chain disruptions for business. Whilst most finance 
sector participants do not influence policy directly, their impact is through investments into companies 
and projects. The importance of the different targets to specific finance sector businesses will change 
depending on their investments in certain business sectors.

The three Targets within the Strategy that are considered to be most important to the sector are:

Recommendations from the sector concerning implementation of the Strategy include:
• The most influential instrument of the finance sector, to contribute to all Targets is requesting loan 

and investment recipients to consider biodiversity impacts.
• Resource mobilization is a major issue that needs considerable effort from the sector. There are 

a number of challenges to overcome: market failure, dealing with public goods, associations with 
a poor legal and policy framework and high risk. However, there is a large potential to monetize 
societal benefits.

• The development and adaptation of specific detailed policy on retaining and improving biodiversity 
needs to be mainstream within the finance sector. It is still a challenge for the sector to adopt these 
policies and criteria for investments and loans (e.g. environmental measures and criteria within 
funding programmes already given by organisations such as the World Bank).

Target 1: 
To halt the deterioration in the status of all species and habitats covered by EU nature Legisla-
tion and achieve a significant and measurable improvement in their status so that, by 2020, 
compared to current assessments: (i) 100% more habitat assessments and 50% more spe-
cies assessments under the Habitats Directive show an improved conservation status; and (ii) 
50% more species assessments under the Birds Directive show a secure or improved status.

Target 2: 
By 2020, ecosystems and their services are maintained and enhanced by establishing green 
infrastructure and restoring at least 15 % of degraded ecosystems.

Target 6: 
By 2020, the EU has stepped up its contribution to averting global biodiversity loss.
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Agriculture 
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There are mutual and complex interactions between agriculture and biodiversity: agriculture needs 
biodiversity and it influences biodiversity. The agricultural sector is one of the major natural resource-
based industries that can provide biodiversity benefits through the application of sustainable management 
systems and the adoption of alternative and innovative technologies and practices. 

Understanding interactions between biodiversity and agricultural production and translating this 
knowledge into management practices is essential to ensure the delivery of safe and sufficient food, 
fibre and fuel, as well as public environmental services that all Europeans (and the rest of the world) 
can benefit from. The notion that agriculture has to become more sustainable is incorporated in local, 
regional, national, European and global policies and instruments.

As 10% of the agricultural area in the EU belongs to the Natura 2000 network, agriculture can have a 
very positive effect on biodiversity and nature, thereby contributing to Target 1 (Enhance implementation 
of nature legislation), and also Target 5 (Combat Alien Invasive Species) and 6 (Contribute to averting 
global biodiversity loss) of the EU Biodiversity Strategy.

The relevant actions to the Target are:
• Action 8: Enhance direct payments for environmental public goods in the CAP
• Action 9: Better target Rural Development to biodiversity conservation
• Action 10: Conserve Europe’s agricultural genetic diversity

Recommendations from the sector concerning implementation of the Strategy:
• The concept of integrated farming should be promoted, including supporting technology with various 

mitigation measures, which aims to have less impact on the environment and makes sure that the 
productivity of farming is not decreasing. This view entails, among other things, setting aside part of 
the area of agricultural land for landscape elements and biodiversity purposes.

• Multifunctional landscapes provide good perspectives for the future. There are crucial ecosystem 
services which are needed for agricultural production (e.g. pollination), therefore agriculture and 
biodiversity should become integrated. Farmers need to be rewarded for the positive effect that 
they have on biodiversity and the delivery of ecosystem services. This view reflects integrated aims, 
which is in line with the EU Biodiversity Strategy.

• Education has to be improved together with the proper technological solutions in order to be able 
to deliver biodiversity benefits on agricultural land.

• Implementation of extension services and incentives supports farmers’ positive impact on biodiversity.

Target 3A: 
By 2020, maximise areas under agriculture across grasslands, arable land and permanent 
crops that are covered by biodiversity-related measures under the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) so as to ensure the conservation of biodiversity and to bring about a measurable 
improvement in the conservation status of species and habitats that depend on or are affected 
by agriculture and in the provision of ecosystem services as compared to the EU2010 Baseline, 
thus contributing to enhance sustainable management.
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Forestry 
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Target 3B of the Biodiversity Strategy is considered most applicable to this sector.

The forest sector is aware of its positive impact on biodiversity and ecosystems. It is focused on the 
promotion of biodiversity conservation integrated with business objectives, and makes concrete efforts 
for habitat recovery, species conservation, connectivity and to raise awareness for the interaction 
between human activities and nature. The sector plays an important role in strengthening active 
measures to promote, protect and restore species and habitats. Depending on the local conditions, they 
develop projects to enhance natural habitats that create better conditions for species, and eradicate 
invasive alien species. They also develop training and capacity building actions independently or with 
NGOs and governments. It is highlighted that forests offer many valuable public services, such as 
water filtration, carbon storage, prevention of natural disasters, clean air and spiritual values. The forest 
sector considers it essential that a European approach to establish mechanisms for payment for forest 
ecosystem services is developed to support the implementation of the EU Biodiversity Strategy.

The forest sector is committed to sustainable management of forest resources, but due to the multiple 
functions and increasing demand on forest resources, not only for timber, but also for energy and 
tourism, the sector finds it important to bring together the efforts of all the business sectors in the EU 
B@B Platform. In addition, it is considered highly relevant to further integrate biodiversity considerations 
in sustainable forest management best practices and certification systems, such as FSC and PEFC.

The obstacles to implementation of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for the forest sector are the economic 
crisis and the concerns the in Europe about unemployment. The forest sector faces difficulties to 
convince partners and stakeholders that biodiversity is a priority. At local scale awareness in relation 
to environmental issues is mostly limited to CO2 emissions and global warming, while the benefits of 
ecosystems and biodiversity are more difficult to explain. Therefore it is important that the sector, as well 
as other key partners, such as the European Commission, national and local governments, as well as 
civil society raise awareness and share best practices for the role of forest ecosystems and biodiversity 
in mitigation and adaptation to climate change impacts and for achieving sustainable growth in Europe. 

Target 3B:
By 2020, Forest Management Plans or equivalent instruments, in line with Sustainable Forest 
Management (SFM), are in place for all forests that are publicly owned and for forest holdings 
above a certain size (to be defined by the Member States or regions) that receive funding un-
der the EU Rural Development Policy so as to bring about a measurable improvement in the 
conservation status of species and habitats that depend on or are affected by forestry and in 
the provision of related ecosystem services as compared to the EU 2010 Baseline.
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Food Supply 
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The food supply sector plays an important role in halting the loss of biodiversity and the degradation 
of ecosystem services in the EU, as the raw materials for food highly depend on numerous ecosystem 
services such as pollination, crops, seafood, etc.

Participants of the EU B@B Platform from the food supply sector have established an order of priority 
among the 6 Targets defined in the EU Biodiversity Strategy. The other Targets were considered of a lower 
priority for the food supply sector.  

Target 2 “Maintain and restore ecosystems and their services” and Target 3 “Increase the contribution of 
agriculture and forestry to maintaining and enhancing biodiversity” were identified as the most relevant for 
the sector by EU B@B Platform members. Prioritizing Target 2 makes sense since ecosystems provide 
crucial and valuable services for food production processes, such as soil remediation or pollination. 
Moreover, Targets 3 and 4 dealing with agriculture and fisheries issues – and namely the production of 
raw materials – are directly related to this business sector. 

Target 1 “Fully implement the Birds and Habitats Directives” is considered important however more in the 
responsibility of the agriculture sector. Target 6 “Help avert global biodiversity loss” was also mentioned 
as many European food supply companies also source outside the EU.

Concretely, the food supply sector already takes action to halt biodiversity loss. For instance, there is a 
growing concern about sustainable management of sources of raw materials for food, resulting in more 
and more biodiversity criteria being incorporated into supplier contracts. Furthermore, food supply actors 
are actively communicating their initiatives on ecosystem protection to consumers. Thus, food industry 
actors have pledged to carry out the following activities in order to contribute to the Targets: 
• The first action could be to incorporate more systematically specific requirements on biodiversity 

management into contracts with suppliers, since the main impact of this sector comes from its supply 
chain. All value chain actors (farmers, raw material producers and food suppliers) should work hand 
in hand to reach compliance with EU directives, and beyond, with ambitious biodiversity criteria to be 
defined. For example, sustainable use of plant protection products, promotion of local crop varieties, 
promotion of short supply chain, optimizing land use, and promotion of products from Less Favoured 
Areas (LFA) and High Nature Value (HNV) areas, are practices that food supply sector should support.

• Food supply organizations should also play a greater role to promote biodiversity protection toward 
customers. They should raise awareness of their customers through campaigns and educational 
advertisements. As several labels already exist, they should work on profiling “biodiversity-friendly” 
food products. 

• Another way to lessen its impact on biodiversity could be to significantly reduce waste generation and 
polluting emissions. Indeed the impact on biodiversity of the food supply sector could be reduced 
through a more efficient use of resources. There are large quantities of waste from food products due 
to inefficient deliveries to distributors and customers, non optimized conservation and processes. 
Improved and optimized processes could help reduce the quantity of waste and thus the impact on 
biodiversity due to the production of agricultural raw materials.

 
The food supply sector actively upholds the EU initiatives, in the framework of the Biodiversity Strategy 
aiming at reducing its pressure on ecosystems. It sets actions to promote biodiversity protection all along 
its value chain, from farmer practices to customer education. 

Target 4: 
Fisheries: Achieve Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) by 2015. Achieve a population age
and size distribution indicative of a healthy stock, through fisheries management with no
significant adverse impacts on other stocks, species and ecosystems, in support of achieving
Good Environmental Status by 2020, as required under the Marine Strategy Framework
Directive.
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Non-Energy
Extractive Industry 
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Regarding the EU Biodiversity Strategy Targets, the most relevant for the Non-Energy Extractive Industry 
(NEEI) sector are Target 1 on habitats and species protection and Target 2 on green infrastructure and 
restoration. 

In some situations, Target 5 on invasive species will be relevant. NEEI companies with operations outside 
of the EU could also address Target 6 on averting global biodiversity loss.

The NEEI sector should communicate its support for these Targets to its stakeholders, including any 
quantitative objectives to be reached by 2020. For the NEEI sector, support for the implementation of 
the Strategy is best accomplished locally by adapting to site-specific opportunities and challenges. In 
particular, the NEEI sector can make a unique contribution through restoration projects and adapted 
extractive activities.

Regarding making a contribution to biodiversity-friendly practices, for each site, a critical first step is to identify 
the landscape in which biodiversity-responsible activities could contribute. This includes identification of key 
ecosystems and their services as well as of invasive species. Specific biodiversity targets and action plans 
need to be adapted locally. A key challenge is to ensure that site restoration plans meet local community 
needs as well as legal requirements.

Regarding aspects of the Strategy requiring a bigger effort from the NEEI sector, a longer-term (40-year) 
vision needs to be developed at the company and site levels. Through biodiversity actions, notably site 
restoration, NEEI companies can actually improve the biodiversity performance of an area and should be 
recognised for doing so.

Regulations should not discourage companies who are able to contribute to biodiversity through their site 
management plans. Conservation should be seen as a longer-term, positive commitment to maintaining 
and restoring the biodiversity values of an area. It is an integral part of responsible landscape management.

Unfortunately, Natura 2000 areas can be assumed to be ‘no-go-areas’ in practice. This should be clarified 
as biodiversity-responsible EIA-specified NEEI mitigation activities can actually enhance the biodiversity 
status of these areas. Extraction in Natura 2000 areas can and should be done responsibly.

Biodiversity planning and management requires resources, which may be challenging for certain companies, 
particularly SMEs. Sharing of expertise and knowledge of biodiversity management among NEEI companies 
and sites would be useful to build capacity.

Regarding how the EU B@B Platform could assist and support the NEEI sector, there is a need for a better 
understanding of ecosystems and ecological complexes. The Platform could help raise awareness and 
provide expertise. The NEEI sector could also benefit from dissemination of practical tools and regional 
plans through the Platform.

A cross-sectoral and cross-governmental approach to manage different land-uses within an ecosystem is 
needed. Here the Platform could serve as a useful communication channel between the NEEI sector and 
the European Commission.

For the NEEI sector, there is adequate legislation, but better implementation or enforcement is still needed. 
The Platform could help to demonstrate that good biodiversity practices and responsible management 
reduce costs. 

Target 5: 
By 2020, Invasive Alien Species and their pathways are identified and prioritised, priority
species are controlled or eradicated, and pathways are managed to prevent the introduction
and establishment of new IAS.

mailto:B@B
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Tourism 
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The activities and infrastructure of the tourism sector are usually located in remarkable natural areas. 
In 2011, the tourism members of the EU B@B platform have been asked to assess the 6 Targets 
identified in EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020. Tourism businesses prioritized Target 1 (Fully implement 
the Birds and Habitats Directives) and Target 2 (Maintain and restore ecosystems and their services). 
While Target 1 is mostly deemed in terms of statutory constraints, Target 2 is considered as top priority 
since tourism activities rely significantly on ecosystem services. The other Targets – except for Target 
6 – were considered of lower priority since they involve a more limited number of tourism suppliers, or 
only in specific situations.

Today, the tourism sector is already facing European Commission regulations such as the Birds and 
Habitats Directives that impact its activities directly. Those requirements influence tourism organizations 
and therefore the latter fully contribute to stopping ecosystem degradation. Beyond regulation, some 
companies are also considering biodiversity for the different activities and products they provide to 
customers such as: recreational activities, food products, souvenirs, etc. Current activities already 
performed within the tourism sector and through its supply chain clearly contribute to the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy objectives. 

In order to go further and support the Strategy, members of the Platform have pledged for the following 
activities that could contribute to reach the Targets:
• The tourism sector should intensify activities to raise awareness of their customers. For instance, 

clients may be afforded the possibility to discover flora and fauna surrounding their accommodation 
through an educational tour, to play golf on brown grass needing less water, to participate at farming 
activities for growing vegetables organically, etc.. As a consequence, tourism organizations should 
raise awareness of their customers toward biodiversity protection and contribute to shift their 
behaviour to a more sustainable one.

• Another mean to contribute to the Targets could be to reinforce the implementation of biodiversity 
criteria into contracts with suppliers regarding activities directly done on site (such as gardening) and 
also activities and products provided to customers (such as food).

• Park and forest owners that organize recreational activities could also focus on local ecosystem 
degradation and implement specific local management to stop damage, restore habitat and even 
reintroduce local species. For this type of organization, biodiversity could be included in environmental 
management systems and more broadly biodiversity checks and inventories should be encouraged.

Tourism represents a solid pillar for mobilizing the engagements in implementation of the Targets 
defined by the EU to protect and restore ecosystems and their services. Its close link with the natural 
environment on which its activities mainly rely, gives tourism actors a specific role to play at the front of 
protection and management of biodiversity.



The European Union Business and Biodiversity Platform 

The EU Business and Biodiversity Platform is a unique facility within the European Commission's 
Initiative where businesses can come together to share their experiences and best practices, learn 
from their peers, and voice their needs and concerns to the European Commission. The Platform aims 
to strengthen the link between the business sector and biodiversity conservation. The IUCN Regional 
Office for Europe, in partnership with PwC, ECNC and ELO, implements the B@B Platform which is 
funded by the European Commission. More information at 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/business.

IUCN Regional Office for Europe
IUCN, International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world find pragmatic 
solutions to our most pressing environment and development challenges. IUCN 
Regional Office for Europe covers the European continent, Russia, Central Asia and 
includes the overseas entities of European Union countries. Representing one third of 
the global membership, this is IUCN’s largest programmatic region.
www.iucn.org/europe 

PwC
The French Sustainable Business Solutions (SBS) practice (www.pwc.fr/dd), member 
of PricewaterhouseCoopers Advisory France and a part of PricewaterhouseCoopers 
SBS network (www.pwc.com/sustainability) is dedicated to providing clients with 
environmental/sustainability advisory services.

ECNC
ECNC – European Centre for Nature Conservation, for the conservation and 
sustainable use of Europe’s nature, biodiversity and landscapes. Provides its expertise 
to governments and intergovernmental organizations, developing partnerships with 
NGOs and institutions working in finance, land use and research.  www.ecnc.org 

ELO
ELO, European Landowners’ Organization, is committed to promoting a sustainable 
and prosperous countryside and to increasing awareness relating to environmental and 
agricultural issues. 
www.europeanlandowners.org 

Contact

Shulamit Alony

Regional Business and Biodiversity Officer 
IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature)

European Union Representative Office

64 Boulevard Louis Schmidt 
1040 Brussels, Belgium 

Telephone: +32 2 739 0319 
Fax: +32 2 732 9499

shulamit.alony@iucn.org
eubb@iucn.org

This Platform is implemented with financial support from the European Commission. The points of view expressed in this document are those of 
the consultants. They do not represent the official point of view of the Commission.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/business
http://www.iucn.org/europe
http://www.pwc.fr/dd
http://www.pwc.com/sustainability
http://www.ecnc.org
http://www.europeanlandowners.org
mailto:eubb@iucn.org
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