
THE CONTINENT’S ARCHITECTS GIVE THEIR VERDICT
Seven leading 
designers from 
Continental Europe 
– all members of 
the EIGCA – reveal 
their favourites in 
mainland Europe.

The course you enjoy 
playing overall? 

I have the luxury of having a 
course just around the corner that 
is a real treat. Utrechtse (De Pan) 
is a stunning heathland track on a 
rather small piece of sandy dunes.

The course in Continental Europe 
which I enjoy playing the most is 
Utrecht (De Pan). This is an inland 
links course with sand dunes and 
pine trees and heather. 

De Pan, Utrecht. Sandy ground, 
gently rolling terrain. A short 
course for today thus giving a lot 
of birdie chances but superbly 
balanced in punishing poor play.

Sotogrande is for me a great 
tourist course. It’s a perfect 
example of how to combine real 
estate without reducing the 
quality of the course and safety.

I unfortunately have not been to 
the great courses in the 
Netherlands and Belgium but I 
would definitely put Morfontaine 
and Valderrama on top of my list.  

Most of the links courses – 
Koninklijke Haagsche (Royal 
Hague) and Noordwijkse are 
probably the best.

The Links course at Donnafugata 
Resort in Sicily is a beautiful 
course that runs up and down 
among the hills facing the 
Mediterranean Sea.

Noordwijkse 
(right). Really 
one of the better 
natural-looking 
links courses.

It’s not in mainland Europe... but I 
say Kingsbarns. The scenery and 
location... while the atmosphere in 
and around St Andrews is great.

Les Bordes. Probably the 
most beautiful walk in a 
park and around lakes 
any course has to offer. 
Wickedly creative design.

Alcanada, Mallorca. A beautiful 
combination of a natural pine 
forest with outstanding views 
over the Mediterranean Sea off 

the coast of Mallorca.

Regarding scenery, I don’t think 
anyone can argue the location of 
Thracian Cliffs. It is just absolutely 
spectacular with the drop-offs 
into the sea.

On the cliffs facing the 
Black Sea Gary Player 
designed the wonderful 

Thracian Cliffs. Set in amazing 
scenery, it is also a fine test.

I have not seen them all but 
having won the GolfIng Award in 
2011, I think The Stippelberg could 
compete with the best! Again, I 
might be biased as I worked on it!

The one I would most like to play 
is the new Trump Aberdeen links. 
It seems most beautiful to me. I 
have not played it, but what I hear 
is that it’s a great experience. 

PGA Catalunya’s Stadium. A great 
variety of holes, a hard challenge 
from the standard tees and a 
brutal test of power and accuracy 
from the back tees in a breeze.

Santander, Madrid. Built in 
2005, Santander Bank used a big 
budget to design and build it... the 
kind of project any architect 
hopes to participate in once.

Tough. Trent Jones’ firm built 
many good ones in Scandinavia – 
Bro Hof and The Scandinavian for 
example. Thracian Cliffs for its 

scenery. I say Bro Hof!

The International, Amsterdam 
Airport. Opened in 2012 and host 
(three times) of the Dutch Senior 
and Dutch Ladies Opens.

I recently enjoyed playing Golf 
National after the restoration for 
the Ryder Cup. It was already 
very good before and after this 

fine tuning it is even better.

I’ve really studied Lage Vuursche. 
It was on rather dull land but Kyle 
Phillips managed a wonderful 
routing and all holes are individual 
challenges.

It is difficult to decide and it 
depends on how many years we 
go back. Harry Colt’s De Pan is still 
a masterpiece. So De Pan, and 
then in the UK, Kingsbarns. 

Terre Blanche’s Chateau course in 
France. A masterpiece in routing 
through difficult mountain terrain, 
in its strategy, variety and shot 
values.

Alhama Signature, Murcia – a real 
design school. Every hole is 
creative. A course to be analysed 
for architecture students to open 
their minds in shaping/modelling.

Morfontaine is a course I very 
much would have loved to design. 
The pines, heather and sandy soils 
create a fantastic theatre. Simpson 
carved out a masterpiece there.

Le Golf National 
(right) is a very 
good technical 
design; not easy. 
but fair. Varied.

Magnificent flow in 
the design and great 

interpretation of the 
land; Terre Blanche’s 

Chateau is my No.1. 

Tricky question... but maybe Troia 
in Portugal? More exposed sand, 
possibly some new seaside holes? 
It must be really great to work on 
a site like that!

This is an interesting question. 
One that needs a nice restoration 
is on English soil in Germany just 
outside of Venlo, on an old airbase 
after WW2: RAF Bruggen GC.

Krefelder. A former German Open 
venue and still a sound layout but 
in the last 30 years it has had 
patchwork ‘improvements’ 
without a professional masterplan.

Neguri, in Bilbao, is one of many 
old courses with a great potential. 
Located on the north of Spain 
near the ocean, so close to the 
cliffs of the Cantábrico Sea.

Well I am working at some of the 
best courses so I guess I’m lucky. 
But sites such as Valderrama with 
their climate would of course be 
highly attractive.

All the links courses or all the 
existing traditional courses in 
unspoiled nature; make them 
more playable and enjoyable in 
the current playing conditions.

I would like to be part of the 
renovation of a great historic 
course, of which one of my 
favourites is the Golf de Chantilly.

Perhaps biased, but Stippelberg is 
the one I enjoy the most to play. It 
is so much fun to play this 
heathland-style course. And it is 
getting more and more beautiful. 

Noordwijkse, a links 
close to the sea, is for 
me the most enjoyable 
– as a member, I’ve 
played it many times.

A split decision is between 
Hamburger and the Garlstedt of 
Club zur Vahr, Bremen. Totally 
different but both outstanding in 
strategy, shotmaking and scenery.

PGA Catalunya’s 
Stadium (left) - 
great design and 
setting, so much 
fun for all levels.

I love the setting at Halmstad. But 
they have lost a bit of character 
due to over maintaining grass so 
most of the heather is gone. It 
could be one of the best.

The National Golf Brussels, a new 
project in Belgium that opened in 
July this year.

Robert Trent Jones Sr did some 
great courses in Italy in the 
early ‘70s, and among these the 
one at Royal Park is a 
superb parkland and a fine test.

I really enjoyed playing Chateau 
Taulane (Gary Player) in southern 
France. It inspired me a lot and I 
thought the routing through 
difficult terrain was smartly done.

Great surprises can be in a small 
moment, the scenery, the joy with 
friends, a fabulous drive. I don’t 
have one course that surprised me 
the most. It is lots of small things.

Troia, Portugal.
Excellent holes 
through sand hills 
covered by a variety 
of native vegetation.

Las Colinas, near Alicante. That 
course really surprised me in a 
positive way. Not much marketing 
or great photos, it lets its design 
and playability make it attractive.

Kyle Phillips’ work at 
Las Brisas (left); a 
pleasing course on a 
difficult property. Tim 
Lobb’s work at Carya.

Thracian 
Cliffs (right) 
in Bulgaria.

Oitavos Dunes on the 
coast near Lisbon, with 
its unique setting, great 
design and fine condition.  
It really impressed me.

The course with the most 
appealing setting?

The best modern course 
(opened since 2000)?

The course with the 
design you admire most?

The course you would 
most like to work on?

The course in your home 
country that you enjoy 

the most?

The course that surprised 
you most?

A course no-one knows 
about but should?

Harjattula, Finland, is a course that 
probably a lot of people have 
never heard of but the course 
plays fun though raw Finnish 
countryside. 

Texelse is a links on the island 
Texel, above Holland. You need to 
take the boat to get there. This 
means this hidden treasure is still 
unknown to many people.

Rosendaelsche. A 
mix of heathland and parkland, 
resembling Sunningdale, and a 
stern yet fair challenge, requiring 
every club in your bag.

Aguilon, in Almeria. A gem in the 
middle of nowhere in south-east 
Spain’s desert landscape. A course 
to be played to get the real feeling 
of Arizona in Spain.

I would recommend to head to 
Sweden and to Visby, Sand or 
Sölvesborg, which would bring 
something new and unique to a 
golfer’s portfolio.

Utrechtse ‘De Pan’ in the 
Netherlands is an inland  
sand- based course in the pine 
trees, designed by Harry Colt.

Close to the Switzerland-France 
border, De Prunevelle is an 
ancient course owned by the 
Peugeot family. For decades it 
hosted top amateur events. 

• The European Institute of Golf Course Architects is the professional body for golf course architects working or based in Europe. The EIGCA advances professionalism in golf course design through the provision of continual learning opportunities and making members accountable through a Code of Conduct.
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Thracian Cliffs. 
Framed by rugged coastal cliffs, 
the Gary Player group-designed 
course is one of the most dramatic 
golf courses on earth.


